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| enjoy looking up words in the dictionary. Yes, the real book by Webster

not just clicking on the appropriate key on the computer. A computer search is
better than nothing, but not quite like getting the book out, searching through t
pages and discovering what words mean and how they associate with other w|

ltoés o. k. Y-tagshioredd n cal | me ol d
Anyway, today | | ooked up the wg
to the word visit: Ato go or come t

Many have come to visit us over the past four years. Some have come becau
Methodist Church is closer to their home. Some have come from our neighbo
looking for a church home. Some have come because their own church has ¢
to exist or because they have family ties here. But, hopefully, most have comg
the pleasure of it. To share in the joy of our new building, to find out what the
South Wyoming UM Church is all about and to worship the God we share in
common.

How long does one stay a visitor? Does it take one, two, three visits?
does one end marking Avisitoro on t
regul arl yo? I f you had someone con
you would not <call them visitors an
friends? Think about it, each person walking through our doors is a potential f
someone with whom to share our lives, someone with whom to share the love

Jesus. I n John 15 Jesus says, AThi
I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line for your|
friends. 0O I nteresting, isnoé6t it, t
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says to just do it! This is an awesome charge, but it really is the only way to bid a

visitor become a friend.

One of my favorite authors and theologians, Henri Nouwen once said,
AHospitality is the cr e a(tisitoosnbecone frizndd,
Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change can
pl ace. 0 |l snét that just what Jesus
unconditionally and without reservation. In that space people found the freedg

change, heal, grow and become who G

hospitality opened the way for all people to be the same under God and to be
welcomed for who they were in all their uniqueness.
Although hospitality is free, it does not come without cost. It is not a tar

practice, an option to offer only to those who are likeable, or look like us, dresg li

\ind o %ecause there is one loaf, we,

us or think the way we do. Hospit a
giving others spaceeare bound to change, heal, grow and become who God
created us to be. We have opened our doors, but are we opening our hearts §
minds to those who are visiting us?

You were a visitor at one time or another. And, you were welcomed at
time or another. Can you do no less for someone else?
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€ In order to keep our
PiiSdget numbers down, the
Figancg Team pas .
cletegnaireed thad flowerse a s o
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hﬁ?(%e who are hospital-
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 fged.

However, Marcia is
willing, ready and able to
\rame visit and pray with
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I's my command
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Communion
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who are many, are one body,
for we dll partake of the one loaf.
1 Corinthians 10:17
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Our sympathies to: Viola Frye upon the death of her sister Mildred Miller; Chuck and M

arge

lth Keiser upon the death of Marge's sister Dolores France; Betty and Joe Mucha upon the death

S mbath of Betty's sister Anna Jean BakelMay the peace of Christ bring you comfort as you and
ympaty families grieve these losses.

your

J@P"Zed We celebrated the baptism of Evin Lee Wierenga on Janu&ty @2 thank God for his young life

é@ﬁ“"h nd pray Goddéds many blessings on the Wier

Updates from your Outreach Mission Team

eng

) Byron Community Ministries (BCM) will be hosting the monthly senior luncheons on tfe 3

7 - Wednesday of the month. Please call-8080 to RSVP.
‘Mission Needs

They are really in need of volunteers. There is a blue sheet of paper on the Outreach Mission

bulletin board in the alpurpose room (blue sheet of paper) with more information.

Just a reminder, the Haiti Hot Lunch collection is on the second Sunday of the month and the Mission
Offering (formerly called Noisy Offering) for different outreach missions is on the last Sunday of the m

United Methodist Women

United Methodist Women invites all the ladies of the church to our next meetWgdesday, S”J(»}
February 8 at 1:00 p.m. Devotions by Dolores Sanford and refreshments by Mary Gbtene ¢
and join the fun and fellowship with the ladies of the church. Womenof the Chuath

Mark Your Calendars! Spaghetti DinneFriday, February 17 at 6:15 p.m.

The annual Garage Sale is quickly approaching...so don't forget to start collecting items for-cthes#d¢es

are April 26, 27, 28. Wedll | et you kno

Inclement Weather

other congregations are doing, she and the Trustee chair assess the road conditions, ar I ;
placed to Wood TV 8 by 7:00 a.m. to be posted as soon as possible. :

GRANDRAP[DSDISTRICT Reshape Your World: A B
rierenee alTe Unilsd ot 0 Saturday, March 10 at Cornerstone UMC

The Keynote Speaker will be Shannon Trilli fromUMCOR. Shannon is a young adult who joined the Un

Baske
onth.
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Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in January 2008 as an executive for Project Implementation and

Evaluation for the Health UnitOn Janwuary 10, 2012, Shannon was
Health programs.

na

2 WORKSHOP SESSIONS: Workshops are focused on domestic and international mission, local church

outreach, health and welfare ministries, hospitality ministries, children, youth, young adult ministries a|
many other topics of interest to local churches.

LUNCH: The GR District Conference will take place during the lunch break from 11:35 &.rh:00 p.m.
Also during the lunch break there will béanel Discussion with young adults who are active in domestic
and/or international outreach and mission.

CLOSING WORSHIP: DS Laurie Haller will lead our closing worship celebration which will include an
opportunity for individuals and churches to r
Cost is $17 per person. Youth (grades 6-12) are free and should make morning and afternoon work-

shop selections when registering. QuestionsPlease call or email the GR District office at 6154503 or
grdistrict@wmcumc.org
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http://www.westmichiganconference.org/site/link/BKHIENHDDMPMFNOCGHHOOEGLIOPCJDDPIMFGIAPBIMLCOBDCGICNIOKEHOIMDNFEBP
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Telephone: (616) 530131
Fax: (616) 530093
Sally Kwekel 6s
salkwek@sbcglobal.net
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"Open Hearts, Open Doors, Open Minds"

Worship Time is 9:30 a.m.

Wedbre on the

www.our -umc.org

Communications

= Please make sure o,,,4904,
you direct any f ‘
announcements,
updates, requests,
etc. for the bulletin or newsletter
to Sally via email, the file tray in
the office or leave a message on
the telephone. If you have
announcements for next month,
please have them to Sally by
Sunday, February 19

= Check out our Facebook page!
7 Go to www.ourumc.org
and click on the Facebook
icon (like the one to the
l eft) . ALi

h
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Average Worship Attendance

October 106
November 101
December 104

SWUMC Church Mouse

This feature in our newsletter is used to thank
FROM THE . . N
CHURCH ) people for those special little things they do th
sometimes go unnoticed. Submit your warm
and fuzzy feelings f
by Sunday, February 19 Show your apprecia-
tion to our church family!
5

~Thank you to Larry Westra for the shelving for the storage rog
and the garage and to Lou Chandler for the installation!

~We are pleased that Darlene Chandler and Carrie Clemens W

be coordinating our Nursery care...thanks for taking on this rolg!

~Thanks to our carpet sweepers and carpet cleaner for keepin
carpet looking so greatYou know who you are :)

~For the many of you who contributed to the purchase of our n
digital piano over the past four year&od bless you!

~Over the holidays my family and | received many cards, well
wishes and gifts...thank you all for your kindnesseblarcia

~We wish to thank our church family for the generous gifts we
received this past holiday season. God bless you all!
~Chuck, Lou, Sally

~The Kitchen Band had another good year; we played 10 time$

assisted living facilities and nursing home&3ur program begins

with the golden oldies, then hymns and we finish with patriotic
songs. We had $430 in donations and we wanted to give to the
Heifer Project againWe decided on goats, ducks and pigs whic
will ke sent to families in third world countries.

~On behalf of the residents of the Grand Rapids Home for

Veterans, we wish to thank you very much for your kind donati

of assorted books and puzzles. We sincerely appreciate your

continued support of our Home and it residents. Quality of life

our residents is enhanced greatly by donations such as this.
Sara Dunne, Acting Administrative Director and
Deanna Reames, Volunteer Coordinator
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Year to Date

January - December, 2011

Report Monthly Summary Report

December 2011

Income Expense

Over/Under Income Expense Over/Under

$87,401.94
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REPORT

$112,232.

88| -$24,830.94 $7,147.48 $9,245.86 -$2,096.82
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South Wyoming United Methodist Church

2730 56th Street, SW

Wyoming, Ml 49418

~ If you can host Coffee Hour or be an Offering Usher or Greeter,
please sign up on the sheet in the alpurpose room - - thank you!

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Bible Study 7:368:30
Frank VanderVoord
51 Smorgasbord 6 7 8 9 10 11
UMW @ 1:00
Haiti Hot Lunch Bible Study 1611
Finance @ 6:30
Bible Study 7:368:30
Cameron Payne Ron Sanford
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Youth-led Service Bible Study 1611
Trustees @ 6:30 Bible Study 7:368:30 UMW Spaghetti Dinne
Lou & Darlene Chuck & Marge @ 6:15
Dave VanHouten Chandler Keiser
197 Hoffmans 20 21 22 23 24 25
Bible Study 1611
Bible Study 7:368:30
Leadership @ 6:30
Jaap Bosmeijer
26 27 28 29
Mission Basket for Coffee Host in Bold Italics
Veterans Home Please sign up in the all-purpose room.
Mary Cole

Linda Clemens

Chase Kittinger




